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In the wake of the EC decision on VAT  in March, 
Crispin Truman, the Chair of Heritage Link’s places of 
worship group wrote to the Prime Minister about the 
future of the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme, 
the scheme that since 2001 has recompensed VAT on 
maintenance and repair work to listed places of wor-
ship.  The LPOW Scheme was an interim measure, 
brought in until a permanently reduced rate of VAT of 
listed places of worship could be secured in Europe.  
Replying on behalf of the PM, the then Culture Minis-
ter Barbara Follett agreed that the current scheme 
which is due to end in March 2011 should be re-
viewed: ‘I will be writing to HM Treasury on this point 
shortly and will keep you updated on progress’. 
The value of the Scheme is well known. Between April 
2001 and June 2009, over 91m has been paid out to 
applicants from all faiths. This has provided welcome relief to those faced with raising enor-
mous sums for maintenance and repair, and done much to save valuable community build-

ings.  
POWlink urgently needs to collect evi-
dence about the difference the Scheme 
has made to other buildings, so that it can 
continue its campaign to ensure it is pre-
served.  Do you have a story to tell? If so, 
please contact Deborah Jarman, at 
POWlink with details, as soon as you can! 

Treasury to review LPOW grant 

scheme 

Guru Teg Bahadur Sikh Gurd-
wara, Nottingham which is re-
ceiving £171,000, for vital roof 

repairs © English Heritage   

Church of St John the Baptist, Great Carl-
ton, Lincolnshire which is receiving 
£43,000 to repair the tower roof © English 
Heritage  

The interior of Sandys Row synagogue, 
East London, which is receiving 
£254,000 for major repairs to its roof © 
English Heritage   



On the morning of Tuesday, 14 July, English 
Heritage hosted the third annual parliamentary 
visit to London places of worship for members 
of the All-Party Parliamentary Groups on Arts 
and Heritage and Historic Churches. 
The visits were instituted in 2007 as a means 
of helping parliamentarians to be briefed about 
the work of those people who, on the ground, 
work so hard to maintain our historic places of 
worship.  Previous years have seen us visit St 
Luke’s in Kentish Town, in the care of the 
Churches Conservation Trust, St Michael’s in 
Camden, St George’s in Bloomsbury, St Pe-
ter’s Italian Church in Clerkenwell, Wesley’s 
Chapel on City Road and St George’s German 
Lutheran Church, in the care of the Historic 
Chapels Trust. 
This year’s visit took in two streets in Bayswa-
ter, West London, which feature three places 
of worship of different faith groups all built 
within a few years of each other in the late 
nineteenth century 
The first stop on the visit was the New West 

End Synagogue on St Petersburgh Place.  
One of only three Grade I listed synagogues 
in England, the New West End's foundation 
stone was laid in 1877.  It was designed by 
George Audsley who also designed its sister 
synagogue, Princes Road in Liverpool, also 
Grade I listed.  It has recently had a grant of 
£108,000 for roof repairs from the joint English 
Heritage and Heritage Lottery Fund Repair 
Grants for Places of Worship scheme. 
Following a warm welcome from Rabbi Geof-
frey Shisler, life-long synagogue member 
Henry Magrill gave the MPs and Peers a pres-
entation about its history and heritage which 
included references to its current and former 
parliamentary members.  Dr Sharman Kadish, 
Director of Jewish Heritage UK, gave a pres-
entation which set the New West End in the 
broader context of Jewish heritage in the UK.  
Synagogue members then guided parliamen-
tarians round the building and talked to them 
about some of the shul’s magnificent treas-
ures which were on display specially.  The 
visit concluded with the sounding of the sho-
far, a great honour. 
After a short walk down St Petersburgh Place, 
MPs and Peers arrived at the Greek Orthodox 
Cathedral of St Sophia on Moscow Road to be 
welcomed by the Dean of the Cathedral, 
Bishop Theodoritos of Nazianzos.  Grade II* 
listed, the Cathedral was built between 1878 
and 1879 and was designed by John Oldrid 

Beauty in Bayswater 

The Greek Orthodox Cathedral of St Sophia 

Courtesy of English Heritage 

St Matthew’s Parish Church 

Courtesy of English Heritage 



Scott.  The parliamentarians 
were given in-depth presenta-
tions on the breath-taking art and 
heritage of the Cathedral and on 
its architecture.  They were then 
able to wander around what one 
peer described as ‘an awe-
inspiring’ building, including the 
sanctuary. 
The final stop on the tour was St 
Matthew’s on St Petersburgh 
Place. Designed by J Johnson, 
worked started on the Grade II* 
Church in 1880.  Greeted by 
Reverend Gareth Evans, parlia-
mentarians were treated to a re-
cital of the poem ‘Welcome’ per-
formed by the Generation Thea-
tre Company who were accom-
panied by music played on the 
recently restored organ.  Mr Evans then gave an address on the history of St Matthew’s including 
its appearance in the film ‘Plenty’ which starred Meryl Streep.  Parliamentarians were then bro-
ken up into groups to be given guided tours of different parts of the church, including its clock 
tower and gardens. 
The morning concluded with a networking lunch to which, as is traditional, sector representatives 
were invited.  The visit proved a huge success.  Those who worship in, care for and use the 
places visited were able to show off their wonderful buildings and were able to brief MPs and 
Peers on how they go about looking after them.  Parliamentary feedback suggests that parlia-
mentarians not only enjoyed enormously having the chance to visit the Synagogue, Cathedral 
and Church and hear about their history and heritage but were also very grateful for the opportu-
nity to discuss with congregations their experiences.                                                     Peter Just 

Shrinking The Footprint 
On the 11th of June, the Bishop of London, Richard Chartres, and Joan Ruddock MP, Parlia-
mentary Under-Secretary of State at the Department of Energy and Climate Change, both at-
tended an event to mark the third anniversary of the Church of England’s environmental cam-
paign at Lambeth Palace. See http:/www.cofe.anglican.org/news/pr6109.html for more de-
tails. 
At the meeting, they launched a whole website full of new toolkits and resources, complete with 
energy saving tips and guidance for the CofE’s churches, cathedrals, schools and clergy homes.  
This can be found at www.shrinkingthefootprint.org. These include downloadable action 
plans and checklists along with advice on considering the appropriate use of renewable energy 
in church buildings. 
Although originally aimed at the Church of England, most of the advice, resources and ideas 
would be equally applicable to all places of worship, whether they are churches, chapels, 
mosques, synagogues, gurdwaras or temples. 

Ecocongregation 
Eco-Congregation is an ecumenical programme helping churches make the link between envi-
ronmental issues and Christian faith, and respond in practical action in the church, in the lives of 
individuals, and in the local and global community.” 
The Ecocongregation website can be found at: www.ecocongregation.org 

The New West End Synagogue 

Courtesy of English Heritage 

Sustainability - Two Helpful Resources 



News, Views & Events 
Championing the Cause 

The Historic Chapels Trust (see www 
hct.org.uk ) has always made a point of 
keeping a high news media profile, feeling 
that the non-Anglican heritage receives less 
than its share of limelight in architectural 
and other assessments. This is partly a re-
sult of the covert worship of past history but 
also because congregations have not at-
tached great significance to the quality of 
their buildings, and also because so many 
were rarely open to the public. The HCT is 
currently pressing English Heritage to re-
examine its listings of Nonconformist chap-
els and Catholic churches with a view to 
making upgradings and new additions.  The 
issue is of great concern to HCT because 
HLF is emphasising “historic value” in its 
assessments of grant applications and it is 
virtually impossible to raise international 
funding for buildings unless they are Grade 
I. 
From Dr Jenny Freeman 
Extract from the latest HCT Newsletter 

A Date For Your Diary 
The next Heritage Link National Heritage 
Day will take place on the 2nd of December 
2009 at the German Gymnasium, next to St 
Pancras Station. After the Heritage Link 
members’ AGM, everyone is welcome to the 
networking lunch and afternoon debate. 
This year Ben Bradshaw, Secretary of State 
for Culture Media and Sport, Don Foster Lib 
Dem Shadow Secretary of State and Ed 
Vaizey Conservative Shadow Arts Minister 
will jointly take the platform, explaining the 
way they see the role the historic environ-
ment in the future. For further information 
keep an eye on Heritage Link Update. 

 

 

 

 

European Days of Jewish Culture & 
Heritage 

6-16 September 2009 
Over 90 events are being held all over the 
UK during this very exciting festival. Historic 
synagogues in London and other towns and 
cities all over Britain will open their doors to 
welcome visitors.  There is also an exten-
sive programme of concerts, guided walks, 
lectures, and art exhibitions. Don’t miss 
what is going on in your part of the world. 
The full programme can be down loaded 
from www.jewisheritage.org 

Conservation Forum 2009 
Following last year's very successful con-
ference, the Church of England Cathedral 
and Church Buildings Division is pleased to 
announce the programme for the Conserva-
tion Forum 2009, to be held in London on 
17 November 2009. This year it will be fo-
cusing on climate change and sustainability 
issues affecting the conservation of historic 
church buildings. The forum will bring to-
gether leading professionals in the sector to 
provide a unique insight on key national 
projects and emerging sustainable prac-
tices.  For more information and a booking 
form please follow this link (http://
www.churchcare.co.uk/news.php). 

 English Heritage Conservation Bulletin 61—Summer 2009 
Have you seen the latest edition of English Heritage’s thrice yearly Conservation Bulletin?  
The whole issue is dedicated to all aspects of places of worship, including illustrated sec-
tions on ‘Identifying the Challenges’, ‘Maintaining the Legacy’ and ‘Looking Forward’.  The 
whole bulletin can be downloaded in sections by going to: 
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/server/show/nav.00100200800u 
Alternatively, you can add your name to the mailing list to receive a FREE hard copy of this 
issue, and regular future bulletins  by contacting mailinglist@english-heritage.org.uk  

Religious Festivals in September 2009 
 

Jewish Rosh Hashanah 19th September 
Muslim Eid-Ul-Fitr  21st September 
Jewish Yom Kippur  28th September 
Hindu Navaratri  19th September 
  Dussera  28th September 
Christian Michaelmas  29th September 



Funding success for Discovering Places. 
It has recently been announced that the Olympic Lottery Distributor is investing 
£16million through LOCOG (the London Organising Committee of the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games) in six of the 'major projects' for the Cultural Olympiad, including 
Discovering Places led by Heritage Link.  
Commenting on this news, Ian Lush, Project Director of Discovering Places and 
Deputy Chair of Heritage Link, said: ‘The decision of the Olympic Lottery Distributor 
to invest such a significant sum in Discovering Places is wonderful news. This will 
enable our project to have a huge reach throughout the UK, and to give people the 
chance to discover more about the fascinating environment - historic, built and 
natural - in which they live. Discovering Places' position as a major project in the 
Cultural Olympiad means that for the first time the environment sector is taking a 
full part in a UK cultural festival and is a demonstration of London 2012’s commit-
ment to sustainability for London 2012 and to legacy.  
This gives us a unique opportunity to involve young people in the places and 
spaces around them, as they shape and develop the project with us. The OLD's 
announcement has come at an absolutely key moment in the development of Dis-
covering Places, as we work towards the launch of the project in 2010. Heritage 
Link, CABE and Natural England look forward to working in partnership with LO-
COG, the OLD, and agencies and organisations throughout our sector over the 
next three years and in particular to developing our programme working with the 
torch relay team as Discovering Places sets out to help animate the UK at the time 
of the Torch Relay in 2012.’ 
For more information about how to get involved with Discovering Places, contact 
Catharine Bull, Project Co-ordinator, C.Bull@heritagelink.org 

CTA - BRINGING MORE VISITORS TO OUR PLACES OF WORSHIP 
 

On Wednesday 4 November 2009, the Churches Tourism Association will be hold-
ing its 2009 Symposium: ”Sacred Britain—the Midlands Experience” in the Old Blue 
Coat School in the centre of Coventry.  The programme promises a highly interest-
ing mix of advice, news and discussion.  The focus is on multifaith working and ex-
periences in the Midlands, but the whole day’s agenda will offer interesting lessons 
for all.  Among the speakers will be Dr. Sharman Kadish on Jewish heritage in Eng-
land, Rev. Martin Gorick will discuss the large numbers of visitors to 
‘Shakespeare’s church’ in Stratford-upon-Avon, and Jennie Hawks talks about the 
‘Art Alive in Norfolk Churches 2009’ event.  There’s also the option of a walk at 
lunchtime around the city’s nearby sacred sites with Dr. Linda Monckton from Eng-
lish Heritage. 
The full programme, booking form, and details of delegate fees can be seen at 
www.churchestourismassociation.info 
Whether or not you’re a CTA member, you’ll be most welcome at the Symposium.  
However, places are limited and early booking is therefore advised  For more infor-
mation, please email:  jirving@tcct.org.uk or write to: John Irving, CTA Operations 
Manager, c/o The Churches Conservation Trust, 1 West Smithfield, London EC1A 
9EE. 



Planning Policy Statement 15: consultation to 30 October 2009 
 

Not a replacement for the Heritage Bill but a very important framing of Government 
policy on the historic environment.  PP15 will replace Planning Policy Guidance 
notes 15 and 16 both published in the 1990s and though much loved were out of 
date. The PPS sets out 13 high level policy statements that will be a key ‘material 
planning consideration’ in determining planning applications and development plan 
documents. It is accompanied by a Historic Environment Planning practice guide to 
detail how the new principles might be applied.  But at present, there is no refer-
ence to places of worship or Ecclesiastical Exemption.  
Heritage Link is holding a members’ seminar on 25 September sharing information 
and opinion to support members’ own responses and to start preparing a joint re-
sponse. English Heritage is holding separate forums for faith groups and others. 
See the Heritage Link website for details www..heritagelink.org.uk and EH web-
site for regional events. 

Celebrate CCT's 40th anniversary at Westminster Abbey 
 
On Wednesday 16th September 2009 at 12:00pm a Service of Thanksgiving will be 
held at Westminster Abbey to celebrate The Churches Conservation Trust's 40th An-
niversary. 
The 40th Anniversary is an opportunity to celebrate not only the CCT’s collection of inter-
nationally important Anglican parish churches, their past and their future, but also the work 
of all the people who have been involved in the Trust since 1969.   The service will cele-
brate the visionary founder Ivor Bulmer-Thomas and all the trustees who have followed him 
and the communities and campaigners who sometimes fought against the odds to save the 
church they love from decay, vandalism and threats of demolition.  
The service at Westminster Abbey will be a time to thank the thousands of volunteers who 
work tirelessly in all seasons to keep the Trust’s churches open, welcoming and alive, the 
small team of dedicated staff who give their all to the cause, and the supporters, patrons 
and donors whose generosity makes so much difference to the work we are able to do.  It’s 
also a time to thank the many organisations and professionals who work with the Trust to 
achieve their shared objectives 
We want everyone involved and interested in the work of the The Churches Conservation 
Trust to come together to celebrate, give thanks and look forward.  
If you would like to attend this very special occasion please contact the CCT to request an 
invitation.  Admission to the Abbey will not be allowed without one. 

ECCLESIOLOGICAL SOCIETY 12th ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
CHURCH TOWERS 

Saturday, 3 October  2009 10.15 am to 5.15 pm 
St Alban’s Centre, Baldwins Gardens, London, EC1N 7AB 

 
There will be a second-hand bookstall.  The location provides disabled access: please con-
tact us for further details.  Tickets (including all refreshments and lunch) for members are 
£42.50 for one member, £80 for a member and guest; (£48 for non-members, £35 for full-
time students). 
Open to all: to book, email conference@ecclsoc.org, or look on http://www.ecclsoc.org 
 



All Party Parliamentary Group  
on Historic Churches and Chapels 

Meeting on the 13th of July 
The last meeting of the APPG took place at 
Portcullis House in Westminster, and was 
addressed by Dame Jenny Abramsky, the 
Chair of the Heritage Lottery Fund. A copy 
of her excellent presentation can be seen on 
the Places of Worship @ Heritage Link web-
site on 
http://www.heritagelink.org.uk/library-2/  

Registered Office Clutha House, 10 Storeys Gate, London, SW1P 3AY. Tel: 0207 233 0500 .  Heritage Link is a company 
limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales: Company no 04577804 and a registered charity, Charity  no 1094793.  

Crossing theThreshold 
A community development approach to the use of Church Buildings 

with 
Susan Rowe 

Diana Evans - English Heritage 
David Rayner - Department for Communities 

and Local Government 
 

O Come and see successful projects and case studies 
O Find out how to build partnerships with local and regional bodies. 
O Update on ‘Building Faith in our Future ’ 5 years on 
O Be present for the launch of the DVD and Toolkit, produced in partnership with Hereford-
shire Council and Shropshire RCC. 
 
at The Point4, Royal National College, Hereford –.Thursday 19th November 2009 

For more information please contact J.gibbon@hereford.anglican.org 

The Church in Wales 
Yr Eglwys yng Nghymru 

The Welsh Historic Places of Worship  
Conference 

St Mary’s Priory Centre, Abergavenny 
Thursday 12the November 2009 

 

The Conference will be of interest to all 
those organisations involved in caring for 
the unique history, heritage & management 
of places of worship in Wales  
For further details, contact  
paulinehiggins@churchinwales.org.uk 


