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Sample Letter to support the continuation of the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme 

 

 

Dear ….MP/Candidate 

 

I am sure you are aware of the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme which enables listed places 

of worship to claim back 100% of VAT incurred on repairs and maintenance to the building, 

professional fees and repair works to fixtures such as bells and organs. This Scheme has provided 

great relief to places of worship faced with raising enormous sums for maintenance and repair, and 

has enabled those who look after these valuable heritage and community buildings to maintain them 

for future generations.  

 

This grant Scheme was introduced by Gordon Brown, when Chancellor of the Exchequer, in April 

2001 as an interim measure while the European Community was holding a review of the Directive 

covering VAT rates. Although a reduced VAT rate has not yet been agreed with Europe, the 

Scheme is due to come to an end in March 2011, along with the Memorial Grant Scheme. 

 

We are hugely grateful for the over £100 million paid out to places of worship across the United 

Kingdom since 2001 through the Scheme.  However, even with the English Heritage and Heritage 

Lottery Funds Joint Repairs Grant Scheme for Places of Worship, congregations still need to find 

66% of the £110 million spent annually on the up-keep of their buildings. The ending of the Listed 

Places of Worship Grant Scheme will therefore, have a huge impact on those congregations who 

will now have to find an extra 15% of the total costs of repairs works.  

 

(Here you can describe your own situation)  

My own church recently carried out repairs costing £xxx. We were able to claim back £xxx  from 

the Listed Places of Worship Grants Scheme which made a huge difference to our ability to 

undertake these works. The Scheme was very easy to apply to and the service we received was 

extremely efficient. This means that the building is now watertight and in good repair/ and we can 

continue to use the building for numerous community activities/the venue for an outreach post 

office/support group for the homeless /we are also now intending to use the building for an 

education centre for the local school/a farmers' market/a café/ etc.. 

 

Please can you add your voice to support a early commitment to extending the Listed Places of 

Worship Grant Scheme, beyond March 2011. 

 

Yours  

 

 


